




Square and
Rectangular
Openings
Square and rectangular openings larger than 10
inches generally are provided by the Spancrete
manufacturer and are shown on the approved
shop drawings. Openings smaller than 10 inches
are usually cut by the respective trades. A small,
hand-held saw with a masonry or diamond blade
is often used for cutting these square and
rectangular openings.

• Respective trades should cut openings only
after the grouting is complete and cured.

• Do not cut strands without permission of the
Spancrete manufacturer unless shown on the
approved shop drawings.

• Lay out openings on top of the deck and drill
1/4-inch pilot holes at the corners to locate the
opening below.

• Lay out the opening on the underside using the
pilot holes.

• From below make a cut around the opening
perimeter approximately 4 inches in depth
using a concrete saw.

• Immediately support the cut area from below
with temporary shoring.

• From above make a cut around the opening
perimeter.

• Using a maximum 2 1/2 pound mall, break up
the piece cut for easy removal.

• Avoid overcutting into the adjacent prestressed
strand.

• It is the responsibility of the respective trade to
always cover the opening to avoid injury.

• Follow all other proper safety procedures.

1. Cut around perimeter of opening from below.

2. After shoring the underside, cut around perimeter
on top.

3. Break out remaining concrete with a mall.


